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CALLING ALL GRANDPARENTS!!!

Time and time again, research studies and statistics have proven that voters
over the age of sixty are the most involved in the electoral process. In 2002
over 80 percent of people 65 and older voted while only 20 percent of 18 to
24-year-olds went to the polls.

Most young people fail to see how government directly impacts their own
lives. Asagrandparent and active civic participant, you have a wonderful
opportunity to teach your grandchildren why it isimportant to vote. The
example you set is vital to helping young Georgians develop alasting
interest in government. A recent study found that youth whose parents and
grandparents discussed politics and government with them when they were
young were more likely to become registered voters.

One excellent way to get your grandchild involved in the civic processisto
take them to the polls on Election Day to watch you vote. By accompanying
you into the voting booth, they will get afirst-hand look at how government
works. Use this opportunity to explain to your grandchild how the
candidates and issues relate to them. Encourage them to ask questions about
the elections process and discuss their thoughts on the issues.

It isvitaly important to start civic education early to prepare young people
to become civic-minded adults. Please use this helpful guide to assist you in
teaching your grandchildren about government. This guide includes a series
of fun lessons and activities that introduces new terms and has several
activities that you and your grandchild can work together. Each new termis
written in bold and listed in aglossary in the back of the guide. Work
together on these fun activities, check your answersin the gppendix and fill
out the application at the end of the workbook to receive a Certificate of
Completion for your grandchild. Thank you for participating in this
program and helping to make democracy afamily affair!

HELPFUL WEBSITES: http://www.georgiacounts.com
http://www.stateofthevote.org/
http://www.Kidsvotingusa.org/
http://www .takeyourkidstovote.org/quickfacts.PDF




Secretary Of State

214 State Capitol
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Dear Take Your Grandchild to Vote Participant:

Greetings! Thank you for participating in the 2003 Take Your Grandchild to Vote program. We
hope that you will use this workbook as a guide to help educate your family on the election processin
Georgia.

Today’ s young people are volunteering in their communities in record numbers, with alarge
number involved in one-on-one programs, including soup kitchens, mentoring programs and religious
organizations. Yet relatively few young Georgianstake part in the most important component of

citizenship--sel ecting those who will lead our government.

Unfortunately, many young voters believe the decisions made by government officials do not
affect their daily lives. Infact, only 44% of registered 18 to 24-year old voters cast ballots in Georgia
during the 2000 Presidential Election. While this percentage was an encouraging increase from the 1996
Election, our hopeisthat the upcoming year will yield the highest rate of participation among 18 to 24-year
old votersin Georgia

Your effortsin increasing civic awarenessin Georgia’syounger generationswill help us
achievethisgoal.

Georgia s seniors turn out in record numbers on Election Day. Studies show the impact that
family members have on the younger generation’s political attitudes and behaviors cannot be overstated.
Relatives who discuss politics, take their children to vote and make a habit of voting in all or nearly all
electionsraise children who vote and feel that they can make a difference in their communities, and see
politicians and institutions as more open to being influenced by the public.

This program will bring grandparents and their grandchildren together to learn about Georgia's
election process. Our goal isto teach K-5th graders to be more responsible citizens. Thisworkbook
includes a series of fun activities and question and answer exercises that grandparents and grandchildren
can do together to learn about Election Day. Afterwards, your grandchild can reguest a certificate of
completion.

If you need further information, please visit the Georgia Counts website at
www.georgiacounts.com Again, thank you for participating in this exciting project.

Sincerely yours,

@%@Q

Cathy Cox



Hi! | am with the Georgia Counts Program and am here to teach you about
elections in Georgia. Have you ever gone to the polls with a family member
on Election Day? Did you know that in Georgia children are allowed to join
their relatives in the voting booth? Would you like to know more about
Electionsin Georgia? Great! Let’s get started and make democracy afamily
affar!

Can you color me?

7~ N




PROGRAM MYSTERY MESSAGE

Match each number below to its letter on the chart. When you'’ ve finished
you will find a specia message.

Examplee C A T

2 1 13
1 - A5 - GJ9 - L3 - T1
2 - ClJ]6 - HJ10 - NJj14 - U
3 -DJf7 - 1]11 - O}J15 - V
4 - E|l8 - K12 - R|16 - Y

13 1 8 4

16 11 14 12

5 12 1 10 3

13 11

2
~
15 11 13 4 K@v

Answer found in the appendix on page 28.




When is Election Day?

Election Day isthe first Tuesday after the first Monday in November.

We have circled Election Day on the November 2002 Calendar. You circle

the Election Days on the other calendars:

November 2002 November 2004 November 2006
S| M| T|W|[T]|F]|S S M| T|{W| T|F|S S{M| T|W|TJ|F]|S
~\ 1 2 11 2|3|4|5]|6 1 12| 3] 4
34 \5J6]|7]|8]| 09 7 8| 9110|1112 13 5(6 (78| 9(|10]11
1011|1213 (14| 15| 16 14 | 15|16 |17 |18 |19 | 20 12|13 (14|15 (16| 17 | 18
17 (18| 192021 | 22| 23 21 |22 (23|24 (25|26 | 27 19|20 (21|22 (23|24 |25
24 | 25| 26|27 |28|29| 30 28 | 29 | 30 26|27 28|29 |30
November 2008 November 2010 November 2012
S| M| T|W|[T]|F]|S SI{M|T|W]| T|F|S S{M| T|W|TJ|F]|S
1 1] 2 3|1 4| 5|6 112 3
23| 4|5|6]|7]| 8 7 (8|9 |10|11]| 12|13 4| 5|6]|7]|8]9]10
9 |110( 11|12 |13 (14| 15 14 | 15|16 | 17| 18| 19 | 20 11|12 (13|14 [ 15| 16 | 17
16 |17 | 18|19 (20| 21| 22 21|22 (23| 24| 25| 26| 27 18(19 (20|21 (22|23 |24
23 (24| 25|26|27 |28 29 28 129 | 30 25|26 |27 |28 (29|30
30

Do you know when we vote for the President of the United States?

(Hint: Presidential Election years can be evenly divided by 4)




GEORGIA WANTS YOU!

Before you can vote on Election Day, you must register or sign
up to vote. To register, you fill out a registration form.

A person wanting to register to vote must:
» Be at least 18 years old on Election Day
» Beacitizen of the United States of America
* Livein Georgia and in the county in which they wish to vote
» Be eligible or have the right to vote

There are some people who are not allowed to vote. Be sure to be a good
citizen and you will keep your right to vote.

After you register to vote you will receive a precinct card in the mail telling
you where to vote. The precinct card has the address of your polling place
on it. Italso has other important information.

TALK IT OVER

Who can register to vote?

K@v Grandparent ask your Grandchild
What does a precinct card have on it?

Grandchild ask your Grandparent
When did you register to vote?
How old were you when you registered to vote?




FIELD TRIP TO THE POLLING PLACE -
LET’S GO VOTE!

[ﬁ QQ

olm

Did you know that grandparents can take their
grandchild that is 12 years old and under to the polling
place on Election Day?

© Y The grandchild must not disturb voters or interfere with the
KE voting process.
- They may not operate the voting equipment.

@ — On Election Day, grandparent, vote and take your grandchild
along!
v Share your civic pride by exercising your right to vote with
your grandchild!




LOCATION,
LOCATION,
LOCATION

A person who registers to vote receives a precinct card in the mail. The
precinct card has the name and address of the polling place. The polling place
Is where you vote on Election Day. A shorter name for polling place is the poll.
The polling place is located close to the voter’s home. Polling places are set up
for Election Day at many kinds of places. A polling place may be at your
school or church. There may also be polling places in your fire department,
Courthouse, or other public places near where you live.

4
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TALK IT OVER

@ - Grandparent ask your Grandchild
v Where do your parents go to vote?
K On Election Day is there a polling place at your
school?

Grandchild ask your Grandparent
Where do you vote?
What time do you usually vote?




~

POLL WORKERS

On Election Day, voters must go to the polling place assigned on
their precinct cards to vote. The polls are open from 7:00 AM
until 7:00 PM. Many people will be working at the polling place
to help with the election and to help voters. These people are
called poll workers. Poll workers have many different jobs to do
on Election Day. They make sure that all of the rules of Election
Day are followed. Here are just a few of the things that poll
workers do on Election Day.

© )
POLL WORKER CHECKLIST:

v Poll workers are in charge of opening and closing the
polls on Election Day.

v Poll workers must be trained and sworn in on

Election Day.

Every poll worker must wear a name badge.

Poll workers set up all voting materials and

equipment.

v Poll workers make sure voters are at the correct
polling place.

TALK IT OVER

Grandparent ask your Grandchild

Can you tell me one of the jobs a poll worker does
on Election Day?

When are the polls open on Election Day?

Grandchild ask your Grandparent
Have you ever been a poll worker?
If so, describe your experience.




Mystery Message: Polling Place

Match each number to its letter to find out where a polling place in your
town might be:

Example: C A R
4

11 10
R-4 M-12 Y-7 E-1
T-6 0-8 S-9 N-3
L-5 A-10 H-2 C-11

Elementary School Courthouse

Answer found in the appendix on page 28.



THE RULES OF ELECTION DAY

Election Day at the polls is very busy. Poll workers work hard to make sure
the election runs smoothly. To do this, they have rules we must all obey.
The rules are the same at every polling place. Here are a few Election Day
Rules:

» Voters must get in line to vote.

* Voting begins at 7:00 AM on Election Day

» Voting ends at 7:00 PM on Election Day. If you are in the line to vote at 7:00 PM
but have not voted, you will be allowed to vote.

* Voters cannot wear campaign materials, buttons, signs, pins, stickers, or T-shirts
in the polling place.

* No one may disrupt the voting process.

TALK IT OVER

@ - Grandparent ask your Grandchild
v Why do you think there are rules at the polling
K place?
Have you ever worn a campaign button, t-shirt, or
hat?

Grandchild ask your Grandparent

Have you ever been the first or last voter in line
on Election Day?

Have you ever put a campaign sticker on your car
or put a campaign sign in your yard?




Time to Vote

Can you draw the hands on the clock to show the time
the polling place opens and closes?

10



MAZE TO THE POLLING PLACE

Can you
help me > ~
findmy & _
way to the ‘E | must go straight to the
polling Q polling place so | can vote
place? - before the polls close!
Startl Answer found in the appendix on page 28.

[

Thank you for helping
me find my way to the
poll! Now I can vote.




WHO ARE YOU?

When voters go to their assigned polling place to vote on Election Day, they
must show one of seventeen different forms of identification before they
receive a ballot. Showing a form of identification makes sure that the voter
Is telling the truth about who they are. Some of the most often used forms of
identification are:

1. Valid Georgia Driver’s License

2. A valid United States Passport

3. A valid student identification card with photograph from a
Georgia school

4. Avalid U.S. military identification card

5. A certified copy of birth certificate

6 A valid Social Security Card

*Note: The voter precinct card cannot be used as identification when voting.

The voter only has to show one of the identifications from the list of
seventeen in order to receive a ballot.

TALK IT OVER

@ - Grandparent ask your Grandchild
Kv How many of the identifications do you have?

Why do you think it is important to identify
yourself before you vote?

Grandchild ask your Grandparent

How many of the 17 identifications do you have?
What identification do you use when you go to
vote?
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